IN THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently Amended) A sub-assembly for a vehicle suspension system, 

comprising: 

a leaf spring; 

a pair of mountings located at respective fore and aft ends of the leaf 
spring and adapted to be directly attached to respective ones of a pair of fore and aft brackets 
secured to the frame of an associated vehicle; and 

complimentary means associated with the leaf spring and with at least one 
of the fore and aft mountings and adapted to permit adjustment of the free assembly length of the 
spring between its fore and aft mountings during assembly of the sub-assembly, said 
complimentary means including an oversize aperture in the leaf spring, through which aperture 
spring securing means of the mounting extends. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Previously Presented) A sub-assembly according to claim 1. wherein the 
oversize aperture comprises a slot and said spring securing means comprises a clamping bolt. 

4. -7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently Amended) A sub-assembly for a vehicle suspension system, 

comprising: 

a leaf spring; 

a pair of mountings located at respective fore and aft ends of the leaf 
spring and adapted to be attached to respective ones of a pair of fore and aft brackets secured to 
the frame of an associated vehicle; and 
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complimentary means associated with the leaf spring and with at least one 
of the fore and aft mountings and adapted to permit adjustment of the free assembly length of the 
spring between its fore and aft mountings during assembly of the sub-assembly; 

another mounting provided at or adjacent the center of the leaf spring for 
mounting a transverse axle of the associated vehicle thereto ; and 

said axle mounting and the leaf spring also comprising complementary 
means adapted to permit adjustment of the free assembly length of the leaf spring during 
assembly of the sub-assembly . 





sp rin g is A sub-assembly for a vehicle suspension system, comprising: 
a multi-leaf spring. 

a pair of mountings located at respective fore and aft ends of the multi-leaf 
spring and adapted to be attached to respective ones of a pair of fore and aft brackets secured to 
the frame of an associated vehicle; and 



least one of the spring leaves and the corresponding fore or aft mounting and additional 
adjustment means being associated with another of the spring leaves, generally centrally thereof 
and the other mounting for an axle adapted to permit adjustment of the free assembly length of 
the spring between its fore and aft mountings during assembly of the sub-assembly, said 
complimentary adjustment means including an oversize aperture in the multi-leaf spring, through 
which aperture spring securing means of the mounting extends . 



leaf spring comprises a spring leaf with only one complementary adjustment mean provided at 
the fore or aft end thereof for coo-operation of the corresponding fore or aft mounting of the sub- 
assembly. 



9. (Cancelled) 




with complementary adjustment means being associated with one end of at 



1 1 . (Previously Presented) A sub-assembly according to claim 1 . wherein the 



12. (Cancelled) 
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13. (Currently Amended) A vehicle suspension system comprising: 

a vehicle frame; 

a pair of spaced brackets located on each side of the frame and secured 
thereto at respective fore and aft ends thereof; and 

a pair of sub-assemblies comprising respective leaf springs each having a 
pair of mountings at respective fore and aft ends thereof and arranged on respective opposed 
sides, and extending longitudinally fore and alt, of the vehicle frame, with the fore and aft 
mountings of the springs being attached directly to respective ones of the fore and aft frame 
brackets, and complementary means associated with each leaf spring and with at least one of the 
fore and aft spring mountings and adapted to permit adjustment of the free assembly length of 
each leaf spring between its fore and aft mountings during assembly of each sub-assembly and 
prior to the sub-assemblies being attached to the respective vehicle frame brackets. 

14. (Original) A system according to claim 13, wherein said complementary 
means of each sub-assembly for permitting adjustment of the free assembly length of each leaf 
spring between its fore and aft mountings comprises an oversize aperture in each leaf spring, 
through which aperture spring securing means of the mounting extends. 

15. (Original) A system according to claim 14. wherein the oversize aperture 
comprises a slot in each spring and said spring securing means comprises a clamping bolt. 

16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 13, wherein each leaf 
spring is mounted to one of the vehicle frame brackets indirectly via an anti-roll device, such as 
an anti-roll bar or tube, extending transversely of the vehicle frame. 
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18. (Currently Amended) A syst e m according to claim 13 ; wherein A vehicle 
suspension system comprising: 

a vehicle frame: 

a pair of spaced brackets located on each side of the Frame and secured 
thereto at respective fore and aft ends thereof; and 

a pair of sub-assemblies comprising respective leaf springs each having a 
pair of mountings at respective fore and aft ends thereof and arranged on respective opposed 
sides, and extending longitudinally fore and aft of the vehicle frame, with the fore and aft 
mountings of the springs being attached to respective ones of the fore and aft frame brackets, and 
complementary means associated with each leaf spring and with at least one of the fore and aft 
spring mountings and adapted to permit adjustment of the free assembly length of each leaf 
spring between its fore and aft mountings during assembly of each sub-assembly and prior to the 
sub-assemblies being attached to the respective vehicle frame brackets; and 

another mounting provided i s prov e d at or adjacent the center of each leaf spring, 
such mounting and each leaf spring having associated complementary means adapted to permit 
ad justment of the f ree assembly length of each leaf spring during assembly of each sub-assembly 
of the suspension system. 

19. (Original) A system according to claim 18, wherein the other mountings 
mount the leaf springs to respective opposed ends of an axle extending transversely of the 
vehicle frame. 

20. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 13, wherein each leaf 
spring comprises a single leaf, with an oversize aperture through which a clamping bolt or other 
spring securing means extends, provided in each single leaf at only one end thereof. 

21 . (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 14, wherein each leaf 
spring is multi-leaf with an oversize aperture provided in at least one, and preferably only one, of 
the leaves of each spring at a fore or aft end thereof, and with an oversize aperture provided in 
another of the leaves at the centrally located axle mounting. 
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22. (Previously Pesenied) A vehicle suspension system according to claim 13, 
wherein the securement of at least one of each pair of the brackets located on each side of the 
vehicle frame is adjustable after or whilst the sub-assemblies have been or are being attached 
thereto. 

23. -31. (Cancelled) 
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